GRADE 8 — OPINION WRITING STUDENT RUBRIC

+ = GREAT JOB
. = ALMOST THERE
v~ = ROOM TO GROW

See how you grow Ask yourself: Did I...?

Ov OvelOo=— B complete all parts of the prompt, and answer each part completely?
'q_>§ O« | 0w | O — | O usea tone that fits the writing task and audience? (Examples: humorous, serious)
2
m©
N . . . N
3 show insight into the topic or text(s) by
§ O« |0« |[O— | O usingrelevant details, events, facts and ideas to discuss my opinion?
=}
.§ 0« O« |0 =— | O pointing out opposing claims?
O« |0« |[0=— |2 connecting ideas and information from several different information sources?
O« |0« |O— | O introduce my claim clearly?
O« |0« | 0= | 2 explain the difference between my claim and opposing claims?
O« |0« |[O=— | O organize reasons and evidence in a clear and logical order?
= . . .
.% O« |0« | 0= | O clearly connect evidence to my claim and ideas?
£
iy .
5 use transition words, phrases, and clauses to
O« |0« | 0= |2 connect myideas within and across paragraphs?
Ov i iOwelOo-— |2 clarify relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence?
O« |0« | 0= |2 endwitha conclusion that that clearly connects to the claim and important ideas?




See how you grow

Ask yourself: Did I...?

support my claim with
Ov O« |O-— O relevant and strong reasons and information?
LlOov | Oew o- O accurate facts, examples, or other information from texts?
% N« |0 |0 — | O include relevant evidence from several print and/or digital sources?
13 O« |0« | 0= | 2 checkthat mysources are reliable and accurate?
g v |0« |O— |0 quoteor paraphrase accurately and credit the author and text correctly?
5
% create writing that reflects
) O« |0 |0 — | O theformat of the writing task? (Example: Start a speech by addressing the audience directly.)
O« |0« |0 — | O myreason for writing? (Example: to persuade people to recycle)
O« |0« | 0= |2 whomyreaders are and what they know about the topic?
O« |0 | 0= |82 useaformalstyle?
O« | 0w | O — | O keepthe same tone through the writing? (Remember: Tone is the author’s attitude toward the subject.)
i;:‘i O« |0« | [O— |8 useprecise language? (Example: Avoid overly general words like nice, fun, pretty.)
§ O« (O« |O=— |8 use domain-specific language? (Example: Words particular to the topic, such as recycling)
O« | 0w | O — | O persuasive language that words that fits the format and type of writing? (Example: should to persuade someone)
O« |0« | 0= |2 include different kinds of sentences so my writing is clear and interesting?




Conventions

See how you grow
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Ask yourself: Did I...?

O use the rules | know about writing, including grammar?
O check my writing so that it has no errors?

O use many different verb types correctly? (Examples: active, passive and conditional verb tenses such as:
considered; were considered; consider this; If | were to consider)

follow writing rules to correctly use

O punctuation to show a pause or break? (Examples: comma, dash)
0 an ellipsis to show something has been left out?

0 use the rules | know to spell correctly?






